
FLEXIBLE FUND FOR FAMILY SERVICES 
EEnnssuurree  tthhaatt  ssoocciiaall  sseerrvviicceess  ffoorr  cchhiillddrreenn,,  yyoouutthh  aanndd  ffaammiilliieess  aarree  aaddeeqquuaatteellyy
ffuunnddeedd.. The SFY'05-06 Executive Budget includes a $1 billion appropriation for
the Flexible Fund for Family Services (FFFS) that blends into a block grant, fund-
ing for children's services including child care, work-related supports, child wel-
fare, Persons In Need of Supervision (PINS), supportive housing services,
homelessness prevention and Summer Youth Employment, with other TANF-
funded programs.  While the FFFS promises county flexibility, it does not require
maintenance of current year program funding levels.  Additionally, it reduces
available funds and causes children to compete with adults for essential social
services. 

CHILD WELFARE
FFuunndd  $$444477..55  mmiilllliioonn  iinn  aapppprroopprriiaattiioonnss  ffoorr  ffoosstteerr  ccaarree  ttoo  mmaaiinnttaaiinn  ccuurrrreenntt  yyeeaarr
bbaassee  ffuunnddiinngg  aanndd  ssuuppppoorrtt  tthhee  $$11..55  mmiilllliioonn  pphhaassee--iinn  rraattee  iinnccrreeaasseess..    EElliimmiinnaattee  tthhee
ffoosstteerr  ccaarree  bblloocckk  ggrraanntt  and establish a new funding stream, formula and rate
structure for foster care services that supports quality care, timely reunification
and adoption and aftercare services. 

OOCCFFSS  sshhoouulldd  sseeeekk  aa  ffeeddeerraall  wwaaiivveerr  ttoo  ccrreeaattee  aa  ssuubbssiiddiizzeedd  gguuaarrddiiaannsshhiipp  pprrooggrraamm
to assist over 5,000 children now in kinship foster care in New York State. 

FFuunndd  $$661177  mmiilllliioonn  iinn  aapppprroopprriiaattiioonnss  ffoorr  ffaammiillyy  ssuuppppoorrtt  sseerrvviicceess  ((pprreevveennttiivvee,,  aafftteerr--
ccaarree  aanndd  iinnddeeppeennddeenntt  lliivviinngg))  ttoo  mmaaiinnttaaiinn  ccuurrrreenntt  yyeeaarr  bbaassee  ffuunnddiinngg  aanndd  ssuuppppoorrtt
tthhee  $$44..55  mmiilllliioonn  iinnccrreeaassee.. Keep children safe and families together by allowing
all county investments in family support services to draw down the 65% state
match.

FAMILY COURT
EEnnaacctt  ppeerrmmaanneennccyy  lleeggiissllaattiioonn  to improve outcomes for children and families and
conform state law to federal Adoption and Safe Families Act (ASFA) guidelines
and IV-E requirements.  

CHILD CARE
FFuunndd  $$11  bbiilllliioonn  iinn  aapppprroopprriiaattiioonnss  ffoorr  cchhiilldd  ccaarree  ttoo  mmaaiinnttaaiinn  ccuurrrreenntt  yyeeaarr  bbaassee
ffuunnddiinngg  lleevveell  ooff  $$992299  mmiilllliioonn  ttoo  sseerrvvee  118866,,990000  cchhiillddrreenn  ssttaatteewwiiddee,,  ssuuppppoorrtt  tthhee
$$4400  mmiilllliioonn  iinnccrreeaassee  aanndd  aadddd  $$110000  mmiilllliioonn  ttoo  sseerrvvee  aann  aaddddiittiioonnaall  2222,,220000  cchhiillddrreenn
statewide, in regulated child care programs.  In New York City, over 100,000 chil-
dren age 0-5 are eligible for but not receiving subsidized child care.   

AAdddd  $$2200  mmiilllliioonn  ttoo  ccoonnttiinnuuee  ttoo  pprroovviiddee  ttrraaiinniinngg  aanndd  pprrooffeessssiioonnaall  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt
ggrraannttss  ttoo  cchhiilldd  ccaarree  wwoorrkkeerrss,,  ttoo  iimmpprroovvee  cchhiilldd  ccaarree  ssaaffeettyy  aanndd  qquuaalliittyy and extend
the current Child Care Professional Retention Program through March 31, 2007.  

RReeqquuiirree  aaffffoorrddaabbllee  hhoouussiinngg  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  pprroojjeeccttss  ttoo  bbuuiilldd  oonn--ssiittee  cchhiilldd  ccaarree
ffaacciilliittiieess..  

EDUCATION
FFuunndd  $$55..6633  bbiilllliioonn  mmoorree  ffoorr  sscchhooooll  ooppeerraattiinngg  aaiidd  oovveerr  ffoouurr  yyeeaarrss  aanndd  $$99..22  bbiilllliioonn
mmoorree  ffoorr  sscchhooooll  ffaacciilliittiieess oovveerr  ffiivvee  yyeeaarrss to provide New York City public school
students with a sound, basic education.

FFuunndd  $$330011  mmiilllliioonn  iinn  aapppprroopprriiaattiioonnss  ffoorr  tthhee  UUnniivveerrssaall  PPrree--KKiinnddeerrggaarrtteenn  PPrrooggrraamm,,
iinnccrreeaassiinngg  bbyy  $$110000  mmiilllliioonn  tthhee  EExxeeccuuttiivvee  BBuuddggeett  pprrooppoossaall,,  ttoo  sseerrvvee  aann  aaddddiittiioonnaall
2211,,000000..    There are 219,000 four-year olds in New York State who are eligible for
but not receiving UPK.

INCOME SECURITY
OOppppoossee  tthhee  ffuullll  ffaammiillyy  ssaannccttiioonn  aanndd  aauuttoommaattiicc  nnoottiiffiiccaattiioonn  ttoo  CChhiilldd  PPrrootteeccttiivvee
SSeerrvviicceess.. This plan will: impoverish children; promote inappropriate intrusion by
government into family life; and redirect scarce resources away from investiga-
tion of actual cases of child abuse and neglect.  In New York City, there are
approximately 16,500 sanctioned households with an estimated 30,000 children
and an additional 16,000 households "in sanction process". 

OOppppoossee  aa  ddeeccrreeaassee  iinn  tthhee  EEaarrnneedd  IInnccoommee  DDiissrreeggaarrdd  ttoo  2255%%  ffoorr  hhoouusseehhoollddss  tthhaatt
hhaavvee  rreecceeiivveedd  ppuubblliicc  aassssiissttaannccee  ffoorr  mmoorree  tthhaann  ffiivvee  yyeeaarrss.. Over 13% of New York
City families receiving public assistance work and receive a small public assis-
tance grant because of low earnings. 

OOppppoossee  aa  5500%%  wwoorrkk  ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn--rraattee  rreeqquuiirreemmeenntt  that is linked to a 5% reduc-
tion in administrative funding to counties.

SSuuppppoorrtt  aa  $$33  mmiilllliioonn  iinnccrreeaassee  ttoo  eessttaabblliisshh  aa  ffiivvee--ccoouunnttyy  DDeemmoonnssttrraattiioonn PPrroojjeecctt to
provide intensive employment and related services to non-custodial parents.

HOUSING POLICY
AAuutthhoorriizzee  NNeeww  YYoorrkk  CCiittyy  ttoo  eessttaabblliisshh  aa  NNeeww  YYoorrkk  CCiittyy  AAffffoorrddaabbllee  HHoouussiinngg  TTrruusstt
FFuunndd.  Dedicated revenue streams may include: Battery Park City surplus funds;
a Mortgage Recording Tax on co-ops; and revenue generated from new munic-
ipal capital projects in New York City.

EExxppaanndd  tthhee  NNeeww  YYoorrkk  SSttaattee  LLooww  IInnccoommee  HHoouussiinngg  TTrruusstt  FFuunndd  bbyy  eessttaabblliisshhiinngg  aa
ddeeddiiccaatteedd  aanndd  rreeccuurrrriinngg  rreevveennuuee  ssoouurrccee.. Revenue streams may include: a set-
aside of the Mortgage Recording Tax (MRT) on residential homes and condo-
miniums and Housing Finance Agency (HFA) insurance fees. 

AAdddd  $$2211..88  mmiilllliioonn  ((ssttaattee  sshhaarree))  ttoo  ccrreeaattee  aanndd  pphhaassee--iinn  aa  HHoouussiinngg  AAlllloowwaannccee
PPrrooggrraamm  ffoorr  55,,000000  NNeeww  YYoorrkk  CCiittyy  wwoorrkkiinngg  ffaammiilliieess..    TThhee  pprrooggrraamm  wwoouulldd  bbee  aavvaaiill--
aabbllee  ttoo  ffaammiilliieess earning up to 80% of the Area Median Income ($45,216 for a
family of three) who pay more than 50% of their income on rent or mortgage and
prevent families from losing their housing and supported with 50% city and 50%
state funds. 

TTAAXX  PPOOLLIICCYY
SSuuppppoorrtt  $$1166  mmiilllliioonn  ttoo  iinnccrreeaassee  tthhee  NNYYSS  EEaarrnneedd  IInnccoommee  TTaaxx  CCrreeddiitt  ((EEIITTCC))  ffoorr
nnoonn--ccuussttooddiiaall,,  yyoouunngg,,  ppaarreennttss..

LLiifftt  tthhee  pprroovviissiioonn  tthhaatt  pprroohhiibbiittss  ccoonnccuurrrreenntt  ffiilliinngg  ffoorr  tthhee  EEIITTCC  aanndd  tthhee  hhoouusseehhoolldd
ccrreeddiitt,,  ttoo  aallllooww  ffaammiilliieess  ttoo  rreecceeiivvee  aann  aaddddiittiioonnaall  $$9900..

AAuutthhoorriizzee  tthhee  ccrreeaattiioonn  ooff  aa  rreeffuunnddaabbllee  CChhiilldd  aanndd  DDeeppeennddeenntt  CCaarree  CCrreeddiitt  ((CCDDCCCC))
ffoorr  NNeeww  YYoorrkk  CCiittyy  to help 155,000 families pay for quality, safe child or depend-
ent care.

AAdddd  $$7744  mmiilllliioonn  ffoorr  aa  ssttaatteewwiiddee  SScchhooooll  TTaaxx  RReelliieeff  ((SSTTAARR))  RReenntteerrss  CCrreeddiitt targeted
to families with annual earnings under $60,000. The STAR programs (Co-STAR
and STAR-Plus) shortchange 65% of NYC taxpayers who are renters.   

EExxtteenndd  tthhee  eexxeemmppttiioonn  oonn  tthhee  yyeeaarr--rroouunndd  ssttaattee  ssaalleess  ttaaxx  oonn  ccllootthhiinngg  aanndd
ffoooottwweeaarr  uunnddeerr  $$111100  at a cost of $456 million.  The exemption was set to expire
on June 1, 2005.   

GGeenneerraattee  $$119900  mmiilllliioonn  iinn  rreevveennuuee  bbyy  ccoonnttiinnuuiinngg  tthhee  TTeemmppoorraarryy  PPeerrssoonnaall  IInnccoommee
TTaaxx  oonn  ppeerrssoonnss  eeaarrnniinngg  aabboovvee  $$115500,,000000 set to expire in December 2005. 

HEALTH
OOppppoossee  cchhaannggeess  iinn  tthhee  EEaarrllyy  IInntteerrvveennttiioonn  PPrrooggrraamm  tthhaatt  iimmppoossee  ppaarreenntt  ffeeeess  aanndd  ooppppoossee
pprroovviissiioonnss  tthhaatt  aallllooww  ccoouunnttiieess  ttoo  rreeiimmbbuurrssee  pprroovviiddeerrss  bbeellooww  ssttaattee  eessttaabblliisshheedd  mmiinniimmuumm
rraatteess,,  aanndd  rreessttoorree  $$44..66  mmiilllliioonn  aanndd  $$44  mmiilllliioonn  rreessppeeccttiivveellyy..  Support the proposal to off-set
EI costs by collecting reimbursements from commercial health insurance and extend the
initiative to publicly subsidized health insurance.

AAdddd  $$55..55  mmiilllliioonn  ttoo  ccrreeaattee  aa  nneeww  UUnniivveerrssaall  HHoommee  VViissiittiinngg  PPrrooggrraamm,, in New York City for
first-time parents. The initiative would promote child safety, link newborns with medical
providers, and provide information on early care and education opportunities, tax credits
and other community resources to assist them in returning to work.  (The cost to serve the
cohort of 54,000 newborns to first-time city parents is $11 million of which $5.5 million
represents state funding.) 

MMaaiinnttaaiinn  pprreessuummppttiivvee  eennrroollllmmeenntt  iinn  CChhiilldd  HHeeaalltthh  PPlluuss  ((CCHHPP)) for Medicaid eligible children
to ensure continuous health insurance coverage as children await eligibility determination.
Support continuous CHP coverage for 12 months. 
………………………..

MENTAL HEALTH 
SSuuppppoorrtt  $$22..33  mmiilllliioonn  ttoo  aadddd  224455  HHoommee  aanndd  CCoommmmuunniittyy--BBaasseedd  WWaaiivveerr slots for children
with SED who are in foster care or who are at-risk of institutional placement. 

SSuuppppoorrtt  aa  $$66  mmiilllliioonn  iinnccrreeaassee  ffoorr  AArrttiiccllee  3311  oouuttppaattiieenntt  mmeennttaall  hheeaalltthh  cclliinniiccss to improve the
quality and availability of outpatient mental health treatment for children and adults.

SSuuppppoorrtt  aa  $$66..55  mmiilllliioonn  iinnccrreeaassee  ffoorr  ssuuppppoorrttiivvee  hhoouussiinngg  pprrooggrraammss to address the rehabili-
tative and support needs of priority populations - including children with serious emo-
tional disturbance.

IImmpprroovvee  MMeeddiiccaaiidd  ccoovveerraaggee  ffoorr  cchhiillddrreenn  iinn  ffoosstteerr  ccaarree  aanndd  eennaabbllee  ffoosstteerr  ccaarree  aaggeenncciieess  ttoo
sseeccuurree  ccoommpprreehheennssiivvee,,  ccoooorrddiinnaatteedd,,  aanndd  hhiigghh  qquuaalliittyy  hheeaalltthh  aanndd  mmeennttaall  hheeaalltthh  sseerrvviicceess
ffoorr  cchhiillddrreenn.. Develop a foster care health and mental health clinic license and replace
the Medicaid per diem with a specialty health and mental health rate for children in
foster care. 

PPrroovviiddee  ccoonnttiinnuuoouuss  hheeaalltthh  iinnssuurraannccee  ccoovveerraaggee  ttoo  1188  ttoo  2211  yyeeaarr--oollddss  lleeaavviinngg  ffoosstteerr  ccaarree  ffoorr
iinnddeeppeennddeenntt  lliivviinngg..

JUVENILE JUSTICE
SSuuppppoorrtt  tthhee  eexxppaannssiioonn  ooff  ccoommmmuunniittyy--bbaasseedd  aalltteerrnnaattiivveess  ffoorr  aatt--rriisskk  yyoouutthh, including: the
requirement that counties exhaust community-based alternatives prior to the use of
detention for Persons in Need of Supervision (PINS); a $5.2 million allocation for PINS pre-
ventive and diversion services; and a $1.25 million increase for the Evidenced-based
Community Initiative (EbCI) which provides family-focused interventions for delinquent
youth.

YOUTH DEVELOPMENT
FFuunndd  $$3300..11  mmiilllliioonn  iinn  aapppprroopprriiaattiioonnss  ffoorr  tthhee  EExxtteennddeedd  DDaayy//VViioolleennccee  PPrreevveennttiioonn  PPrrooggrraamm
iinnccrreeaassiinngg  bbyy  $$11..55  mmiilllliioonn,,  the Executive Budget Proposal to provide high-need school
districts with academic support and after school programs for youth who are at-risk of
dropping out of school or entering the juvenile justice system.

FFuunndd  $$88..55  mmiilllliioonn  iinn  aapppprroopprriiaattiioonnss  ffoorr  RRuunnaawwaayy  aanndd  HHoommeelleessss  YYoouutthh  pprrooggrraammss increas-
iinngg  bbyy  $$33  mmiilllliioonn,, the Executive Budget Proposal to extend these services to PINS youth
and to pay for additional care days in Transitional Living Programs.

FFuunndd  $$4411..55  mmiilllliioonn  iinn  aapppprroopprriiaattiioonnss  ffoorr  YYoouutthh  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  aanndd  DDeelliinnqquueennccyy  PPrreevveennttiioonn
aanndd  $$1133..99  mmiilllliioonn  ffoorr  SSppeecciiaall  DDeelliinnqquueennccyy  PPrreevveennttiioonn  iinnccrreeaassiinngg  bbyy  $$1133  mmiilllliioonn  aanndd  $$44..55
mmiilllliioonn  rreessppeeccttiivveellyy,,  the Executive Budget Proposal to provide more youth with OST pro-
graming in recreation centers, after-school programs, summer camps, sports leagues and
community service opportunities. In New York City over 450,000 children now need OST
services.

FFuunndd  SSuummmmeerr  YYoouutthh  EEmmppllooyymmeenntt  aapppprroopprriiaattiioonn  aatt  $$3355  mmiilllliioonn  ttoo  mmaaiinnttaaiinn  ccuurrrreenntt  yyeeaarr
bbaassee  ffuunnddiinngg  ooff  $$1155  mmiilllliioonn  aanndd  aadddd  $$2200  mmiilllliioonn ttoo  sseerrvvee  aapppprrooxxiimmaatteellyy  2288,,000000  yyoouutthh..
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FACTS ABOUT NEW YORK CITY CHILDREN:

• 1.9 million children live in New York City

• 542,000 children live in poverty

• 98,000 children have no health insurance coverage

• 16,000 children are homeless

• 18,000 children have been abused or neglected

• 27,000 children are hospitalized for preventable illnesses

• 215,000 elementary and middle school students read
below state and city standards

• 100,000 young children 0 - 5 years need child care

• 450,000 youth age 5 - 19 years need out-of-school time 

services

• 22.7% of New York City renters spend more than 50% of 

their income on housing

Budget 
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Securing Every Child’s Birthright
Healthy • Housed • Educated • Safe

Citizens’ Committee for Children (CCC) calls on the Governor

ABOUT CCC
Since 1944, Citizens’ Committee for Children of New York, Inc. (CCC) has con-
vened, informed and mobilized New Yorkers to make the city a better place for
children. CCC’s unique approach to child advocacy is fact-based and combines
the best features of public policy advocacy with a tradition of citizen activism.
Casting light on the issues, engaging allies, fueling civic discourse, identifying
improvements and envisioning. CCC is supported by individual foundations and
corporations. 

and Legislature to develop a budget for SFY'05-06 that
Secures Every Child's Birthright to be healthy, housed, edu-
cated and safe. 

The already complex state budget-making process is further
complicated this year by three factors: revenue shortfalls and
a growing state deficit; proposals to collapse and consoli-
date funding for essential children's social service programs
into a block grant funded at levels far below the actual cost
of care; and the recent New York State Court of Appeals
decision that redefines and limits legislative authority in the
budget process. 

These constraints make even more urgent this year, the need
for state officials to work together to develop a negotiated
budget that reflects the interests of all New Yorkers-- espe-
cially the children and families who call New York their home.  

We call on the Governor and the New York State Legislature
to find common ground and begin the serious work of
budget talks to arrive at a negotiated budget that works to
Secure Every Child's Birthright by promoting economic,
housing and developmental security. 

Imagining innovative solutions to complex problems affecting children has been
at the heart of CCC’s work for six decades. Despite notable gains, too many chil-
dren still face a future where achievement and economic security are out of
reach. Securing Every Child’s Birthright is a CCC campaign to harness the power
and commitment of New Yorkers to insure that every child is healthy, housed,
educated and safe. The campaign champions bold policies and initiatives to
inspire community leaders, elected officials and fellow New Yorkers to create a
brighter future for our children. 
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