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On any given day in the United States, there are half a million children in foster 
care, placed there to protect them from abuse or neglect. They remain in care for 
an average of three years, and are moved an average of three times. Long periods 
in multiple foster homes place children at higher risk for developing behavior and 
mental health problems, and problems in school. 
 
For the past year, the Pew Commission on Children in Foster Care has been 
developing federal financing and court recommendations to improve foster care. 
The Commission developed these recommendations to prompt the courts and 
the federal government to intensify their efforts to protect children currently in 
foster care, and move them more quickly to safe, permanent families. To receive 
an embargoed copy of the final recommendations, and data on foster care 
population and rankings across the 50 states, contact Doug Curry at (202) 
628-7772, or by email at dcurry@venturecommunications.com. 
 
Speakers on the audio press conference will include: 

 
THE HONORABLE WILLIAM H. GRAY, III 

Vice Chair, Pew Commission on Children in Foster Care 
President and CEO, United Negro College Fund 

Former Member of Congress (D-PA), Majority Whip and Chair, 
House Budget Committee 

 
THE HONORABLE MAURA CORRIGAN 

Member, Pew Commission on Children in Foster Care 
Chief Justice, Michigan Supreme Court 

 
GARY STANGLER 

Member, Pew Commission on Children in Foster Care 
Executive Director, Jim Casey Youth Opportunities Initiative 
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Commission Chair 
The Honorable Bill Frenzel 
Guest Scholar, Governance Studies 

The Brookings Institution 
 

Commission Vice Chair 
     The Honorable William H. Gray, III 

President and Chief Executive Officer 
United Negro College Fund 

 
Polly Arango 

Founder, Family Voices 
 

William C. Bell 
      Commissioner, New York City Administration 

for Children’s Services 
 

The Honorable Maura Corrigan 
Chief Justice, Michigan Supreme Court 

 
Glenn DeMots 

President, Bethany Christian Services 
 

Helen Jones-Kelley, Esq. 
Executive Director, Montgomery County, 

Ohio Children Services 
 

The Honorable Patricia A. Macias 
Judge, 388th Judicial District 

El Paso, Texas 
 

The Honorable Angela Monson 
Oklahoma State Senate 

 
Joy D. Osofsky, Ph.D. 

   Professor of Pediatrics, Psychiatry, and  
    Public Health, Louisiana State University  

Health Sciences Center 
 

Cristina Silva 
Student, New York University 

 
Carol Wilson Spigner, D.S.W. 

     Kenneth L.M. Pray Distinguished Professor, 
     University of Pennsylvania School of Social Work 

 
Gary Stangler 

        Executive Director, Jim Casey Youth 
     Opportunities Initiative 

 
            The Honorable William A. Thorne Jr. 

Judge, Utah Court of Appeals 
 

William C. Vickrey 
    Administrative Director of the Courts 

        California Administrative Office of the Courts 
 

Clarice Dibble Walker 
Professor Emeritus, Howard University 
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