ONE NEW YORK: FIGHTING FOR FAIRNESS

October 28, 2008

Honorable David Paterson
Governor - New York State
Executive Chamber

The Capitol

Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Paterson:

While all New Yorkers are reeling from the current economic crisis, few are likely to be harder hit than the

poorest New Yorkers.

While New York State must show restraint in its expenditures and should invest public dollars prudently,
the implementation of across the board budget reductions will lead to unimaginable human strain and

decimate an already fragile social infrastructure, killing jobs and reducing spending in every community at
precisely the moment when economic stimulus is needed.

At this stage in the economic cycle, budget reductions of the sort envisioned will only compound the
effects of private sector job losses, further slowing the state’s economy. Rather, the state

must protect funding for core and safety net services to help counteract what is likely to be a
severe economic downturn with increased human needs.

It is simply not possible, nor prudent for the State of New York to cut its way out of a budget deficit of the
magnitude projected. The prospect of additional reductions to core and social safety net services is untenable
and belies the reality that poor New Yorkers require more help, not less, in these difficult economic times.

In light of this dire economic situation, state elected officials must take necessary steps to address both sides
of the budget ledger — Revenue and Expense — and fairness must be the guiding principle in this effort.

We are calling on state leaders to explicitly identify the concrete revenue raising options that they will enact —
in order to protect poor New Yorkers from shouldering an undue and unjust burden of the faltering economy.

Sincerely,
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Community Voices Heard
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Education Voters of New York

Episcopal Social Services

Family Justice

Federation of Protestant Welfare Agencies

Fiscal Policy Institute

Freedom Community Center

Goddard Riverside Community Center

Good Jobs New York

Grand Street Settlement House
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Henry Street Settlement

Highbridge Community Life Center

Hispanic AIDS Forum, Inc.
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Legal Services NYC
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New York ACORN

New York AIDS Coalition
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New York State Coalition for School Based
Health Center
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NYC Coalition for Educational Justice
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